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"By all that has been said, the question is not yet settled as
to whether the era of our book [1 Maccabees] begins half a year
before or half a year after the date usually assigned, whether in
spring B.C. 312 or in spring B.C. 311… But the opinion generally
accepted, that spring B.C. 312 is the starting point, can be proved
to be certainly the right one" (First Division, Volume 1, pg. 44, A 
History of the Jewish People in the Time of Jesus Christ , Emil
Schurer, 1890).

The various epochs of the Seleucid era owe their origin to
the various means of reckoning a year used by various city-states,
some counting from spring, others from the fall, some counting
inclusively, and some counting exclusively. The Anno Seleucid
Judean era counts Seleucus' ante-dated accession year as the first
year of the era on a spring basis. In Babylon the non-accession
method was used to start the era.

"7. (346) Now when Alexander was dead, the
government was parted among his successors … (347)
… About this time it was that Jaddua the high priest
died, and Onias his son took the high priesthood."
(Josephus, Antiquites, 11.8.7).

KJV Nehemiah 12:10 And Jeshua begat Joiakim, Joiakim also begat 
Eliashib, and Eliashib begat Joiada, 11 And Joiada begat Jonathan, 
and Jonathan begat Jaddua.

Seasons

Seasons

n.b. The Macedonians did not use the accesion year system (Parker). This weighs in
favor of the Greeks using the spring of 312 as the start of the A.S.
n.b. With Alexander the well-known device of the "accession year" disappears from
Babylonian usage (Parker).
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